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Introduction

India is home to over half of the world’s total population of indigenous
peoples, also known as tribals (Rao et al., 2006). The tribal population of
the country, as per 2011 Census, is 10.43 crore, constituting 8.6% of the
total population. 89.97% of them live in rural areas and 10.03% in urban
areas. The decadal population growth of the tribals from Census 2001
to 2011 has been 23.66% against the 17.69% of the entire population.
The sex ratio for the overall population is 940 females per 1000 males
and that of Scheduled Tribes 990 females per thousand males (Census,
2011). Tribal groups are at different stages of social, economic and
educational development. While some tribal communities have adopted
a mainstream way of life, at the other end of the spectrum, there are
certain Scheduled Tribes, 75 in number known as Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs), who are characterized by pre-agriculture level
of technology, stagnant or declmmg population, extreme]y low llteracy,

phic distance, the availability of preventative
c health treatments among particularly vulnerable



