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Abstract

Across generations, the forest and century old native communities have symbiotic
relationships. Nurturing the natural resources in-and-around their forest gives them
a sense of belongingness andprovides a durable life support system. During last
century due to the aggressive in-roads of capital in different forms into thetribal
habitat, natives are alienated from their usufruct rights over natural resources.
This has affected not only their life and livelihoods in an accelerating pace butalso
weakened their cultural dependency on natural resources. Many anthropologists
took up studies on man-nature relationship from holistic perspective and built
theories such as: cultural ecology, neo-evolutionism, neo-functionalism and human
ecology andlogically justified the nexus between people, organization, environment
and technology.

This paper, based on a few month-long field work in Gariaband of Chhattisgarh- a
tribal dominated district, is an attempt to understand the forest ecology and change
in the livelihood of Choukhutia Bhunjia tribe in response to recent development
activities that affected their major sources of livelihood. The study ascertained
that the policies adopted by Government have 'encroached' forest re our
Choukhutia Bhunjia's habitat and forced the natives to compromise with
forest ecosystem of declined biodiversity. 1
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Introduction

Forest precedes human beings and deforestation follows them. Being
human groups exploit nature through acquired skill, knowledge and
their safety and survival. Keeping this in mind, human society is al
with change for the betterment. The State as an authoritative ins
aggresive approach using financial, physical and natural resources for ‘

while neglects the eco-cultural livelihood resources of the comm
development parameters also vary across space and time to assess the
of society and the State. Thus, possession and utilization of human fan'd{

' Doctoral Fellow, (Non-NET), Dept of Anthropology and Tribal Development, Guru Ghasic
Vishwavidyalaya (A Central University), Bilaspur, cG
* Prof and Head of Anthropology, Dept of Anthropology and Tribal Development, Guru G|
Vishwavidyalaya (A Central University), Bilaspur, CG-9981860112 (M) (Correspondence a



