Digital Copy at worldfocus.in

ISSN 2230-8458

E-ISSN 2581-5083
U.S.Library of Congress No:80910345

April 2024

A Premier Indo-Centric Foreign Affairs Monthly Journal Since 1980
PEER REVIEWED/REFEREED JOURNAL

Changing
G%op%litics

. in e

Rs.120 .  Next Issue
Uss$s Politics in Pakistan




East

Changing Geopolitics in the Middle

Content

Geo Politics - Middle East- And India: A Look into the Domain

Prof. Manas Chakrabarty

Changing Geopolitics in the Middle East and Bharat’s Response

Anil Kamboj

India and Middle East Strategic Conundrum

Prof. Arunoday Bajpai

Saudi Arabia: Recalibrating Economy and Its Results

Dr. Alok Kumar Gupta

Evolving Geo-Politics In West Asia!

Prof. Sudhanshu Tripathi

Can War Solve The Israel- Palestine Conflict?

Professor Jitendra Sahoo

India and UAE: Bilateral Initiatives For Sustainable Energy Resources
Dr. Sanjay Kumar Pradhan

Middle East And International Relations — Iran As Determinant
Raviprasad Narayanan

(Current Affairs)Anxiety grips China as Japan strengthens defence capabilities & outreach
Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury

India-Israel Relations: Nurturing A Strategic Partnership

Prof. Ramakrushna Pradhan, Dr. Ram Babu and Rahul Tiwari

India’s Stand In The Middle East: Modi’s Skillful Economic & Political Entrepreneurship

Kishore Kumar Behera
Indo-Israeli Strategic Relations - From Rhetoric To Substance

Dr. S. Subbarao

India In The Middle East amid Sino-US Rivalry

Dr. Ajay Kumar Mishra and Dr. Shraddha Rishi

Silk Road vs Spice Route: India’s Evolving Strategies in the Middle E
Prof. Ramakrushna Pradhan and Dr. Amit Kumar Gupta

Geopolitics and Middle East Conflicts

Dr. Biswa Ranjan Mohanty

Russia’s Middle Eastern Engagements ami
Dr. Manabhanjan Meher

India And Central Asia In The 21* Century: New Geop
Dr. Gitesh Kumar
Unveiling The Geo
Dr. Sujeet Kumar Sharma

The Battle For The Middle East’s Geopolitics

Prof. Suraj Kumar Mishra .
India-Israel Relations: From Friends to Strategic Partnership
Dr. Niranjan Chichuan
India’s Soft Power Diplomacy: Shaping The Geopolitics Of West Asia
Prof. Bharti Chauhan And Saurabh Singh

Changing Geopolitics In The Middle East

Abhishek Yadav

“Navigating Geopolitical Currents: An Analysis of The Fate of

India’s Economic Corridor Through The Middle East”

Dr. (Prof) Arun Kumar Dixit And Sanjeev Kumar

India’s Central Asian Policy: New Diplomacy of Trade And Commerce.
Arfat Ahmad Bhat

Indian Diplomatic Decision: Addressing Israe
Dr.Gedam. Kamalakar

India-Palestine Relations: Recent Development Post Gaza War
Syed Mohammad Raghib

Book Review
S. Narendra, India’s Tipping Point: The View From 7 Racc Course Road (India: Bloomsbury, 2023),

Mapping Kurdish Geopolitical Landscape in the Middle East: Histories, Challenges and Prospects
Dr. Nazia Khan

4  World Focus

ast

d Ukraine Conflict

olitics And New Dimensions

-Economic Dynamics Shaping India’s Relations With Central Asia

1i Settlements In Palestinian Territories

42

46

47

52

57

63

68

74

79

83

88

94

99

104

110

114

120

125

130

134

139




\

| Silk Road vs Spice Route:
India’s Evolving Strategies in the Middle East

Prof. Ramakrushna Pradhan and Dr. Amit Kumar Gupta

Introduction

The Middle East with its geostrategic location
and outsized abundance of oil is turning into a

juggernaut that
has ensued wider
involvement of
greater powers in
the region. India
too has joined the
race, and is at the
pinnacle of its
diplomatic
engagement in the
Middle East.
India’s ties
withUAE, Iran,
Israel,Qatar,
Oman and Saudi
Arabia, among
others have
actually shown
significant
improvement
under Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s regime.
Beginning with
PM Modi’s first

visit to UAE in 2015, to being awarded the
highest civilian award, ie., the “Order of

in the region, with real focus on business,

In contrary to the historic policy of India towards the
Middle East largely rooted in a policy called Non-
Alignment, rapprochement with Pakistan and ensuring
stable supply of oil has increasing collided with the
new reality New Delhi has been confronting only to
make adjustment in India’s evolving strategies towards
the greater region of Middle East in recent years. In
the wake of Russia-Ukraine war, Israel-Palestine
conflict and Iran-Saudi competition, India’s
masterstroke initiative of a two-front economic corridor
(IMEC) that would integrate Europe, The Middle East
- and India together with an intent to bolster economic
operations, and trade relations intended to have larger
implications on India’s strategic relations with the wider
Middle East region has received unprecedented
goodwill from the countries of the region. Although,
the Middle Eastern countries don’t consider India to
be a replacement of the USA or China in the region
yet India’s paramount position in America’s “the Pivot
of Asia” policy and increasing Chinese assertiveness
and the wolf warrior diplomacy certainly gives room
for New Delhi for policy maneuver in the region.

Zayed”,India has today become a major player

migration and secutrity. This shift also aims to
boost foreign investments in India, which in the

long term can
help India to
challenge
Chinese
monopoly in
infrastructure
building and
technological
innovations in
the region.
Additionally,
India’s
multilateral
initiatives in the
region are ever
expanding with
its widened
commitments to
the 1202
initiative and the
League of Arab
States. The India
— Middle East —
Europe
Economic

Corridor is a boostet in this regard. This article
“thus makes an attempt to analyze India’s rising
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